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SUBJECT: Public Records/Available In Any Electronic Format Used

SUMVARY

This bill would require any state or | ocal agency that has public information in
an electronic format to nmake that information available to the public in an

el ectronic format in which the state agency holds the information. The requester
woul d pay direct costs of duplicating the public record in an electronic fornmat.

This bill would not permt an agency to nmake information available only in an

el ectronic format.

EFFECTI VE DATE

This bill would be effective on January 1, 2000.

LEG SLATI VE H STORY

AB 1099 (1999/2000), AB 179 (97/98), AB 142 (95/96)

SPECI FI C FI NDI NGS

Under current state |law, any person nay obtain a copy of any identifiable public
record, except records exenpt from disclosure, upon paynment of any fees
(statutory or direct costs of duplication). |If the record is stored as conputer
data, the agency is authorized to determne the format in which the conputer data
are provided to a requester.

This bill would require any agency that has public information in an electronic
format to provide that information in any electronic format in which it holds
that information. The agency al so shall provide a copy of any electronic record
in any format requested if the agency uses the requested format to nake copies
for itself or other agencies. This bill would not permt an agency to nake
information available only in an electronic format.

This bill would provide that direct costs of duplication include the costs
related to duplicating the electronic record.

This bill would delete the existing | aw authorizing an agency to determ ne the
format in which computer data are provided

| npl emrent ati on Consi der ati ons

This bill would not significantly inpact the departnent’s prograns and
operati ons.
Board Position: Department Director Date
S NA NP
SA o) _ _NAR
N OUA __X ___ PENDING Gerald Goldberg 4/16/1999

C:\WINDOWS\TEMP\SB 1065 02-26-99BA9F.DOC
LSB TEMPLATE (rev. 6-98) 04/26/99 10:17 AM



Senat e
I ntrod
Page 2

Bill 1065 ( Bowen)
uced February 26, 1999

Techni cal Consi der ati ons

The | anguage specifying that direct costs of duplication shall include the
costs associated with duplicating electronic records is included with the
par agraph requiring agencies to provide copies in any format requested under
certain conditions. The cost |anguage should be in a separate subdivision
to clarify that it also applies when the agency nmakes the information
available in the electronic format in which it holds the information

FI SCAL | MPACT

BOARD

Depart nental Costs

This bill would not significantly inpact the departnent’s costs since
existing law allows, and this bill further specifies, that agencies can be
rei mbursed for direct costs of duplication

Tax Revenue Esti mate

This bill would not inpact the state’s incone tax revenue.

POSI T1 ON

Pendi ng.



